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Fist PURE AND THEN PEACEABLE.—James iii. 17. . 

We (the Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to us; he 
who is not of God, hearkens not to us. By this we know the Spint of 
Truth, and the Spint of Error.—1 John iv. 16. 

Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and of the 
commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.—2 Peter iu. 2. 











Enoch and Elijah; Animal and Spiritual Bodies; the Judgement; 
Thief on the Cross; Stephen; Souls; Religion in the Blood. 


Richmond, Virginia, Feb. 1836. 

Dear Brorner,—In continuation of our subject, I proceed to the con- 
sideration of the cases of Enoch and Elijah. The former of these was 
a type to the “sons of God” of the patriarchal age, and the latter to the 
same characters of the Mosaic, of that transformation which is to take 
place in relation to men. It is recorded of Enoch by Moses that he 
walked with God; that is, kept his ordinances and statutes as far as they 
were made known in that day,—and he was not; for God took him. 
Upon this rermarkable incident Paul has the following observation—“By 
futh Enoch was translated, that he might not see death, and was not 
found, because God had translated (or taken him away;) for before his 
translation, it was testified that, he pleased God” (walking with him.) 
For a moment, allow me to inquire what was Enoch’s faith concerning? 
See Heb. xi. v. 40. Concerning what God hath promised—a promise, 
which must have been notorious in his day. Jude tells us that Enoch 
was a prophet, for says he, he prophesied; saying,—‘Behold, the Lord 
comes with his myriads of holy messengers, to pass sentence on all, and 
to convict all the ungodly among them, of all their deeds of ungodliness, 
which they have impiously committed; and of all the hard things which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him” (the Lord.) Jude’s epistle 
runs chiefly on two things, namely, “the common salvation” and certain 
false teachers who had crept in privily among the brethren. The com- 
mon salvation is that deliverance from the grave, called also the great 
salvation, which is common to all who fall asleep in Christ. This con- 
stitutes the most interesting and exhilirating portion of the subject mat- 
ter of the faith formerly delivered to the saints, either anterior or poste- 
rior to the resurrection of Jesus. Now Enoch prophesied concerning 
this common salvation, when he declared that “the Lord comes with his 
myriads of holy messengers”—we know that this coming relates to the 
resurrection of the just, as well as to the passing sentence on the ungodly, 
because Jesus, Paul, Peter, David, Daniel, &c. &c. have testified the 
same thing, but more circumstantially. Now this promise of salvation 
being the subject matter of Enoch’s strong faith, what more consistent 
than that Enoch should be made an illustration of his own belief to his 
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contemporaries? This remarkable event, then, was designed to illusir,:, 
the change that would be operated upon men, and not the place to wh); 
they were to go, for of this they remained in ignorance, because the ny. 
tural eye could not follow Enoch beyond a few thousand feet. The cay 
of Enoch to the Antediluvians is similar to what, that of the beljey,.. 
who are alive at the coming of the Lord, will be in relation to the regt o 
the world. The true believers at that epoch, like Enoch, are not to s» 
death. ‘They are to be changed, as he was, in the twinkling of an ey; 
and like him, to be caught up into the air, there to remain until the plague 
of the hajl storm, which is to destroy great numbers of men, shal! hay: 
subsided; and then they will descend with their Sovereign Lord and x 
remain forever with him. The change on Elijah was similar to that oy 
Enoch, although the attendant circumstances varied. The scripture no 
where says that they were “taken up into the presence of God,” who 
indeed, dwells “in light inaccessible; whom no man has seen, nor can 
see.”—“No man hath seen God at any time,” says Jesus; hence, neithe; 
Enoch nor Elijah, although absent from our globe have seeh God jp 
any other way, than his stupendous works display him. Now you wi 
observe, that they were not Enoch’s and Elijah’s spirits that were taken 
to heaven; but the men themselves; and in Elijah’s case clothes, and aj] 
save his mantle, which fell off, went to heaven with him. The phrase 
spiritual body seems to have misled you. You seem to attach to the 
words the popular ideas concerning spirit. Now a spiritual body is as 
substantial and material as an animal or natural body. If you would 
have a tangible definition of a spiritual body, allow me to refer you to 
the body of Jesus after his resurrection. Before this event, his body was 
an animal or natural body; but after he arose, the same body, havin: 
been purified by death and a re-animation, became a spiritual body. As 
a spiritual body he ate fish, he travelled in company with ordinary men 
was composed of flesh and bones, could be seen and handled, had the 
same marks or scars as the animal body in the hands, the feet and side, 
he recollected all past events, recognized his apostles and they him, con- 
versed in the language of men, was clothed, breathed, &c. &c. This 
spiritual body is also called his most glorious body into a like form with 
which our humbled body will be transformed. Phil. iti. 20. All Jesus 
was and did, as a spiritual body, we shall be and do when we enter hea- 
ven, i. e. the Heaven of Holy Writ. The word spiritual in relation to 
body is synonymous with incorruptible, glorious or splendid, powerful 
This is the antithesis of the word animal. Animal in relation to body 
is synonymous with corruptible, dishonorable, weakness. Animal body 
and “living soul” are the same; spiritual body and “vivifying spirit” 
are their antithetical synonyms. The first Adam was the type of a 
living soul; the last Adam, after his resurrection, of a vivifying spirit, 
and, because the faithful look for him from heaven he is called the Lord 
from heaven, the heavenly. Now Paul confirms my affirmation, ‘for’ 
says he, “as we have borne the image of the earthy (or animal Adam, ) 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly” (or Lord from heaven.) | 
would here offer an opinion, you can receive it or let it alone as you 
please. I think, that the grand essential difference between an animal 
and a spiritual body is this—that the primary and necessary essential 
ingredient of the former is the blood, but that the spiritual ot by entirely 
free from this fluid. The blood is by Physiologists termed | goo 
vite or food of animal life; Sir Ashly Cooper, Bart. calls it “the store 
house of the human system.” It is in fact, the fluid from which all the 
organs of the body claninate their secretions, and by which they are 
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stimulated and continued in functional operation. An animal body is 
flesh and blood, and therefore, corruptible—a spiritual body flesh and 
bones and therefore incorruptible. Now, flesh and blood cannot enter 
heaven, but flesh and bones may; for, says Paul, “this, 1 affirm, brethren, 
that flesh and blood cannot t nherit the Kingdom of God; neither can cor- 
ruptron (into which an anunal body is resolvable) inherit incorruption”’ 
(contrary to which, the Kingdom of God, and all that pertains to it has 
no tendency.) Now to change the animal into a spiritual body is the 
work of a moment, Enoch and Elijah, to wit. We shall not all die, says 
Paul: no, we who are alive when Messiah comes again, will be changed 
in the twinkling of an eye. But we are not to anucipate those who are 
already dead; for, the dead in Christ are to rise first, and then the living 
disciples are to be changed. 1 Thess. iv. 13, 18. Yes, says Paul, ‘the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupuble’ (bodies. ) 
He does not say the spirit shall be re-embodied, but the dead who were 
buried shall be raised. ‘For this corruptible (animal) body must put on 
incorruption (or become a spiritual body;) and this mortal body, must 
put on immortality” (at that epoch.) 

You inquire “if Enoch and Elijah obtained immortality before the 
judgement, why may not all who die under gospel favor?” ‘To this | 
might briefly reply, that God has not so appointed it. But I will explain. 
I used the word judgement in its popular acceptation, the truth of which 
{do not believe. I did so, to show, in striking colors, that the common 
notion of immortality destroyed the sectarian judgement. Judgement 
must be considered in its bearing on the righteous or just, and on the 
unjust. In relation to the just, they are judged worthy of eternal life, 
by a resurrection from the dead, at the time when Messiah descends from 
heaven. Not so the unjust, they are not raised for a thousand years af- 
ter. Jesus is appointed the judge of the living and of the dead. When 
he comes he will find two classes upon earth, the one preponderating im- 
mensely over the other. The Gentile and Jewish worlds will compose 
the majority, the true Christians the small minority. ‘The former will 
be judged by the earthquake, and the plague of hail; so that, the Gentile 
population of earth will be greatly thinned. ‘Those who survive these 
judgements will submit to the Kingly Government of Jesus, but not hav 
ing been his disciples at his coming they and their posterity for a thousand 
ee together with the restored Israel, will constitute the mortal in- 

abitants of the earth. The constitution of society under the reign of 
Jesus will be remarkable. The population of the globe will be a mix- 
ture of mortals and immortals. ‘The immortals with Jesus at their head, 
will reign over the mortals as kings and priests until the Mediatorial In- 
stitution expires. This expiration will take place at theend of a thousand 
years after Messiah’s second a Then what is called THe supcr- 
MENT or the general winding up of human affairs, the grand settlement 
of accounts will occur. (Rev. xx. 11, 14.) As there will be sin and 
death among the mortals during the reign of Messiah, so there will be 
multitudes of just persons to be raised at the second as at the first resur- 
rection; and also sinners who have died accursed. Isa. xv, 20. The 
unjust who will be raised at that crisis are those who have died in diso- 
bedience to the commands he has given them under the several dispensa- 
ions or ages, under and in which they have lived. Now, if these per- 
sons when they die, go straight to heaven, or direct to hell, what is the 
use of this Cy gona Does not the notion stultify the scripture, where 
it says, that “the time comes when all that are in their graves shall hear 
—— Lazarus did,) and shall come forth. They that have done 
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, Shall arise to enjoy life; they that have done evil, shall arise to sys. 
fer punishment.” How can ns already in heaven be said to aris, 
from the dead to enjoy life? they not enjoy life in heaven? Or how 
can persons already in hell, suffering torment, be said to arise to Suffer 

unishment? Do they not suffer punishment in hell? On the contrary 
is it not obvious from this passage, that it is necessary to arise from the 
dead to enjoy life, as well as to suifer punishment? My inference is, tha: 
second life, and second death, do both begin at the first and second resu;. 
rections; and not before, except in such cases as Enoch and Elijah, which 
are exceptions to the rule, and therefore establish it; ergo, it follows, tha: 
an immortality of existence, beginning at the era of temporal death js a 
fable unworthy of belief. Immortality is not hereditary; but the gift of 
God, “who only has it,” and which he confers conditionally on mankind: 
the condition under all dispensations is the same, namely, 0 believe and 
do perseveringly whatever God commands. “Our (eternal) life is hid 
with Christ in God. When Christ our life shall appear, then we shal] 
appear with him in glory.” Col. iii. 4. “David is not ascended into hea. 
ven,” shall we get there before him? Nor had Jesus ascended when 
Mary saw him in the garden after his resurrection; see John xx. 17, [s 
there any revelation exempting us from the process to which Jesus was 
subjected? 

I come now to the problem of the thief on the cross, which is the veri- 
table pons asinorum of orthodoxy. Weare told, by this sapient teacher 
of theology, “that the dying thief rejoiced to see the sin-cleansing foun- 
tain of the blood of Jesus;” nay, it even makes the thief a prophet, say- 
ing to Jesus, “Honors divine await thee soon, a sceptre and a crown; 
with shame thy foes shall yet behold thee seated on thy throne’”—and it 
makes Jesus respond to the prophetic thief—“'To-day your parting soui 
shall be with me in Paradise:”—nay more, it has even constructed an In- 
stitution for the remission of the sins of ungodly men, who have served 
Satan until they were physically unable to serve him any longer, when 
at their last gasp they give a sign and die! This is sufficient to send them 
to the Catholie, and Protestant Heavens, “borne on angel’s wings away!” 
Elijah ascended in a chariot, a substantial chariot, which drove in be- 
tween him and Elisha and so carried him up. Jesus ascended by the 
buoyancy of his spiritual body; but I no where find it recorded, that a 
dead, or a dead-and-alive man ascended on the wings of an angel. 
Query. How many strokes of an angel’s wings, with a dead-and-alive- 
man on One of the pinions, does it require to translate the nondescript 
from earth to the nearest world, say the moon, which is about 240,000 
miles distance? You may think that I am trifling; but positively, if 
some of the dogmas of orthodoxy were depicted on canvass by an artist, 
I am persuaded that the gravest among mankind would flood their eyes 
with laughter! There are some things so intrinsically absurd, that it is 
really impossible to treat them gravely; and for such absurdities as these 
satire is the true and only weapon Well all these thief-ish dogmas have 
arisen out of the phrases “Remember me, sir, when you come into your 
Kingdom”—and “ To-day you shall be with me in Paradise.” [ shall 
write a separate article on this subject, at present [ have not room to say 
more than a few things—Ist. There ts no evidence, that the thief knew 
any thing about the propitiatory character of the death of Jesus; this 
secret was not made known till fifty days after—2ndly. He could have 
no just conception of the kingdom into which he craved admission; for 
even the apostles were in the dark about it only seven days before they 
set it up—Jrdly. His petition related to a ‘arias, which to his mind was 
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evidently indefinite, “when you come, &c.”—4thly. On that day, signi- 
fied by “to-day,” Jesus did not come into his kingdom; unless it can be 
shown that the sepulchre of Joseph was his kingdom—5thly. Messiah 
has not yet come into his kingdom, nor will he, until he descends from 
heaven to ascend the throne of David his Father—tthly. Jesus is said to 
be exalted to the right hand of the throne of God; and as David 1s de- 
clared.not to be ascended to heaven, shall we say then that the thef 1s 
where David is nqt?—7thly. Paradise is used but three times in the scrip- 
tures; by Luke, Paul and John. Luke, in the passage before us, uses it 
as significant of the state of the dead who die in the hope of eternal life; 
and Paul and John as synonymous with the Third Heaven or Eternal 
State, which begins at the end of the Mediatorial Institution, when the 
Son delivers up the kingdom to his Father, that God may be all and in 
all—Sthly. Jesus did not say “to-day your parting-soul,” but to-day you 
shall be with me in Paradise. W une the kingdom referred to is mani- 
fested, then the thief will be found there. ‘This manifestation will take 

lace at the revelation of Jesus Christ, who will bring to us the gift of 
immortality, which we ought constantly to = for. ‘lhe paraphrase of 
the conversation is this, “remember me, sir, when you come into the king- 
dom of Israel, of which the superscription over your head says you are 
The King.” ‘This is the same institution as that referred to in the in- 
quiry of the apostles, when they said, “wilt thou at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” This kingdom was the subject of national faith 
and hope; do you wonder then that the thief should make a request con- 
cerning a topic socommon among all classes of Jews? Jesus answered 
the request indirectly; for it was no more for him, than the apostles at 
that time to be informed on that specifically. As if Jesus had replied— 
‘you recognize me as the King of the Jews, and so I am; and, as to re- 
membering you when IJ ascend the throne of David, this is the assurance 
—without lingering out a tedious death you shall be with me to-day in 
the state of the dead, who have died in the hope of that kingdom you de- 
sire to enter.’ ‘They both entered the region of silence that day. On 
the third day Jesus arose, leaving the thief behind sleeping soundly to 
this day. And on he will continue to sleep until the voice of Jesus 
awake him to enter his kingdom. Much depends upon understanding 
the true character of Messiah’s kingdom. If it is remote from the earth, 
and its citizens, ghosts, then indeed are the prophecies a tissue of incom- 
prehensibilities. If what I have urged be true, then a inference, “that 
the spirit or soul of the thief was hied away to the kingdom of bliss as 
soon as it left its tortured tenement’”—is the baseless fabric of a vision, 
which { think I have demolished, leaving not a wreck behind. 

And now to your last and most formidable difficulty, the case of Ste- 
phen, when he exclaimed “Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” This is the 
same sentiment as that expressed in the dying ejaculation of our Lord 
himself, namely, according to Luke, “Father, into thy hands I commit 
my spirit, and having thus said, he expired,” or, as John says, “he 
yielded wp his spi rit.” And of Stephen, it is added, when he had said 
this, he fell asleep.” The word for spirit in these passages is pneuma, 
the meanings of which you will not forget. When Jesus uttered his 
cry, it was in the words of Psalm xxxi.5. By referring to a new trans- 
lation of the Psalms, I find it rendered with its context as follows— 
“Into thy hand I commit my 2ife; thou wilt deliver me, O Jehovah, thou 
God of truth.” By studying this Psalm, you will find that Messiah ex- 
presses his confidence in the power of God, unto whose care, therefore, 
in full reliance of being restored to life, he commits his destiny. We 
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all know how he was delivered, by a resurrection, which he emphatical}, 
became. Now Stephen, convinced that Jesus was the resurrection and 
the life, imitated the confidence of Jesus in Jehovah, and said, as it were 
Lord Jesus receive my life which I now commit to thy care, in full as 
surance of its restoration at the resurrection of the just. And atfier he 
said this, he yielded up his pneuma, spirit or life, that is, he expired, fel! 
asleep, or died. Now where is the mystery in all this? If you inter. 
pret the passage irrelatively to the theological dogma of disembodied 
ghosts, there is no difficulty whatever. 

The brutes have “souls” as well as men. You start at this; but reflec: 
The word soul in the Greek is psuchai, and signifies the animal lif; 
Now is not animal life common to men and brutes? Certainly; wel! 
then, the soul or animal life, which Moses calls the blood, does not “dis 
tinguish man from the brute creation.” I will tell you the grand differ. 
ence,—MAN IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF AN IMMORTALITY, CONDITIONAL ON OREYING 
Gon; the brute creation is not. Let this proposition be refuted if it can 
As for Addison, let him not be mentioned for a moment in relation to topics 
of Christian import. He had the name of a Christian it is true, but de- 
served it no more than they who conferred it, when they signed hin 
with the sign of the cross. True, the soul or animal life is annihilated: 
hut not the man. A spiritual body, composed of flesh and bones, does 
not require a soul or blood. Animal life and a spiritual body are quit 
incompatible. The one would vitiate and destroy the other. You have 
heard talk of religion in the soul? Well, the true meaning is fanati- 
cism in the blood. 'This puts you in possession of the philosophy of the 
wild-fire fanaticism of the day. Do you not know, that a man is most 
“religious” when he is most drunk? This is owing to the rapidity of 
the circulation of his blood. The religion of the blood frenzies the 
brain and enables the subject to see sights and hear voices, and feel feel- 


ings of the most remarkable kinds! Reason and scripture have nothing 
todo with such religion. ‘To fever the blood is the true secret of getting 
up a revival! 

I have now got through all your difficulties; perhaps, however, | have 
thrown you into greater. If I have, let me hear again, and we will se: 
if We cannot overcome them all. ‘Till then, adieu. EpiTor 

To A. R. Flippo. 


PSALMODY. 


The word psalmody is compounded of Yadd\w psalloo, to 
sing, dn, oodee, @ song, poem, or composition in measure. 
This is its general signification; in its restricted and scrip- 
tural sense, the term is applied to the singing of metres or 
measures dictated by the Holy Spirit. Psalmody, under 
this limitation, was the means prescribed by the Apostle to 
the Ephesians by which to exhilirate and cheer their hearts. 
He presents it as the antithesis to wine, and says, ‘‘be filled 
with the Spirit: speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs; singing and making melody in your 
hearts to the Lord.” Ephes. v.18. And again he says, “let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; and with all wis- 
dom teach and admonish each other, by psalms and hymns, 
and spiritual songs; singing with gratitude in your hearts 
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to the Lord.” Col. iii. 16. Now, it has been well said, that 
‘the active participle, when connected with the imperative 
mood, expresses the manner in which the thing commanded 
is to be performed.’ Here then, the Apostle commands the 
Ephesian and Colossian disciples to ‘be filled with the Spi- 
rit, to ‘let the word of Christ dwell in them richly’ and 
‘pith all wisdom to teach and admonish each other: —how 
were they to obey these commands? The following phrases 
expressed in the active participle plainly shew how they 
were to do it, namely, by speaking, singing, and making me- 
lody in the language of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. 
But it may be asked, what is the meaning of the phrase 
‘psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs?’ | reply, the testimo- 
ny concerning the Christ arranged in the form of psalms, or 
concise celebrations, hymns, or encomiastic measures, and 
spiritual songs, or erlemporaneously inspired odes. Now 
the question is, where, in the Apostles’ days was this ““worp 
or Curist’”’ to be found so arranged as that believers could 
have access to it forimpletion? I reply, in the Book of Psalms. 
This was the National Psalmody of the Jewish Nation for 
many centuries. It is full, from the beginning to the end of 
“the word of Christ.” Jesus and his apostles have enstamp- 
ed upon it the Divine Imprimatur. “All things must be ful- 
filled which were written concerning me, says Jesus, in the 
law, the prophets, and (the Hagiographa, holy writings, or) 
the Psalms.” And Paul, when quoting the words of David, 
says, ‘‘wherefore, as says the Holy Spirit, to-day, &c.;” and 
Peter says, that David, being a prophet, spake of the resur- 
rection of the Messiah, &c.—Bishop Horsley has well ob- 
served “of those circumstances which relate to the publie 
history of the natural Israel, there are few in which the for- 
tunes of the mystical Israel, (or true believers in Christ) are 
not adumbrated: and of those which allude to the life of Da- 
vid, there are none in which the Son of David is not the 
principal and immediate subject. David’s complaints against 
his enemies are Messiah’s complaints; first, of the unbeliev- 
ing Jews, then of the Heathen persecutors, and of the apos- 
tate faction in later ages. David’s afflictions are Messiah’s 
sufferings. David’s penitential supplications are Messiah’s, 
under the burden of his suffering for the iniquity of man. 
David’s songs of triumph and thanksgiving are Messiah’s 
song of triumph and thanksgiving for his victory over sin, 
and death, and hell. In a word, there is not a page of this 
book of Psalms, in which the pious reader will not find his 
Saviour, if he reads with a view of finding him.” 

Thomas Hartwell Horne, says—“‘it was David himself, an 
admirable composer and performer in music, who gave a re- 
gular and noble form to the musical part of the Jewish ser- 
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vice, and carried divine poetry and psalmody to perfection: ap; 
therefore, he is called the sweet sotliniat of Israel. He, douby. 
less, by divine authority, appointed the singing of psalms by , 
sclect company of skilful persons, in the solemn worship of the 
Tabernacle; which Solomon continued in the first temple, and 
it was re-established by Ezra, as soon as the foundation of the 
second temple was laid. Hence, the Jews became well acquaint. 
ed with these songs of Zion; and having committed them to 
memory, were celebrated for their melodious singing among the 
neighboring countries. ‘The continuance of th branch of ¢j- 
vine worship is confirmed by the practice of our Lord, and the 
instructions of St. Paul, (Matt. xxvi. 30; Mark xiv. 26; Eph. y. 
19; Col. iti. 16;)—and the practice of divine psalmody has sub- 
sisted through every oe age to our own time, not more 
to the delight than to the edification of the church of Christ, 
“There are, indeed, at this time,” (to use the words of a sensi- 
ble writer,) “very few professing Christians who do not adopt 
. these sacred hymns in their public and private devotions, either 
by reading them, composing them as anthems, or singing poeti- 
cal translations and imitations of them. In this particular there 
ever has existed, and there still exists, a wonderful communion 
of saints. The language in which Moses, and David, and Solo- 
mon, Heman, Asaph and Jeduthun, worshipped God, is appli- 
cable to Christian believers. ‘They worship the same God 
through the same adorable Redeemer; they give thanks for 
similar mercies and mourn under similar trials; they are looking 
for the same blessed hope of their calling, even everlasting lite 
and salvation through the prevailing intercession of Messiah. 
The ancient believers, indeed, worshipped him as about to ap- 
pear; we adore him as having actually appeared and put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. ‘They saw as through a glass 
darkly; but we face to face.” 

“The book of Psalms,” says Mr. Horne, “presents every pos- 
sible variety of Hebrew poetry. They may all indeed be termed 
poems of the lyric kind, that is adapted to music, but with great 
variety in the style of composition. ‘Thus some are simply odes. 
“An ode is a dignified sort of song, narrative of the facts, either 
of public history, or of private life in a highly adorned or figured 
style. But the figure in the Psalms is that, which is peculiar 
to the Hebrew language, in which the figure gives its meaning 
with as much perspicuity as the plainest speech.” —Others again 
are ethic or didactic, “delivering grave maxims of life, or the 
precepts of religion, in solemn, but for the most part simple 
strains.” Nearly one seventh part of the Psalms are elegiac, or 
pathetic compositions on mournful subjects. Some are enigma- 
tic, delivered in sentences contrived to strike the imagination 
forcibly, and yet easy to be understood; while a few may be re- 
ferred to the class of idyls, or short pastoral poems. But the 
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ter part, according to Horsley, is a sort of dramatic ode, 
consisting of dialo,rues between certain persons sustaining cer- 
tain characters.” In these dialogue-psalms, certain persons _ 
the ode with a proem declarative of the subject, and very often 
closing the whole with a solemn admonition drawn from what 
the other persons say. The other persons are, Jehovah, some- 
times as one, Sometimes as another of the three relations under 
which he has revealed himself; the Messiah in his incarnate 
state, sometimes before, sometimes after his resurrection. As 
incarnate, he is personated sometimes as a priest, sometimes as 
a king, sometimes as a conqueror; and in those psalms in which 
he is introduced as a conqueror, the similitude is very remarka- 
ble between this conqueror in the Book of Psalms, and the war- 
rior on the white horse in the’Book of Revelation, who goes 
forth with a crown on his head and a bow in his hand, conquer- 
ing and toconquer. And the conquest in the Psalms is followed, 
like the conquest in the Revelation, by the marriage of the con- 
queror. “These are circumstances of similitude, which to any 
one versed in the prophetic style, prove beyond a doubt that the 
mystical conqueror is the same personage in both.” 

‘T'o this, I would add, if there were no other prophecies than 
those contained in the Book of Psalms, these contain abundant 
and sufficient testimony to prove that the Messiah of God 
should be a sufferer for sin, that he should be declared righteous 
by a resurrection from the dead, be exalted to the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, be an object of adoration; that he should 
descend from heaven again, attended with incessant lightnings 
that he should come to Zion, raise the dead, subdue the nations, 


establish his name forever, &c. &c. Nay, so full are they of 


these subjects, so glowingly and plainly depicted, that one mght 
draw from them such a prophetic portrait of Messiah, that upon 
comparing it with Apostolic testimonies, Jesus of Nazareth 
would be found to answer the description in every part cular. 
The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,—a spirit, that 
is no where more luxuriantly exhibited than in the Book of 
Psalms. A few instances may suffice to prove this. Were the 
Heathen, and the Jews, and the Kings of the land, and the 
Princes of Israel to conspire against the Messiah; was this con- 
spiracy to be successful, and yet was he to be delivered by a 
resurrection? (Psalm ii.) ‘This was the fate of Jesus, see Acts 
4, v. 26.—In the 6th Psalm, Messiah prays for salvation from 
the sete of death, in connexion with which the Holy Spirit 
teaches us that “in death no praise ascends to Jehovah; in the 

ave,” says he, “who can give thanks to thee?” In the 9th 

salm, in view of suffering for sin, he invokes the Father thus, 
“Have pity upon me, O Lord! Look upon my affliction from 
them that hate me; lift me up pe the gates of death!” In the 
12th Psalm, Jehovah says, “I will place him in safety on whom 
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they pour contempt;” and as expletive of the manner of Mes. 
siah’s deliverance we are told in the 57th Psaim, that Jehovah 
would send from heaven and save him, and that he would ‘‘wake” 
or rise from the dead, “at the early dawn.” 'The same thing js 
foreshewn in the 18th Psalm, in these words, ‘‘He (Jehovah) 
stretched forth his hand from above; he took me, and drew me 
out of deep waters. He delivered me from my strong enemy” 
(death.) His restoration to life, his breaking through a troop of 
armed men, and over a wall by which he was blocked in, is also 
predicted in the 28th and 29th verses of this ode, thus; “ Thoy 
causest my lamp to shine, Jehovah, my God, enlighteneth my 
darkness. For by thee (O Jehovah,) I have broken through a 
troop; through my God I have leaped over a wall.” Turn now 
to the Apostolic testimony and what does it say concerning Je- 
sus—that he was put to death by the aforesaid combination, 
that a troop of soldiers was set as a guard over him, and that 
he was secured in the tomh by a great stone by which the en- 
trance was blocked up; that at the early dawn of the first day 
of the week, he awoke, or rose from the state of the dead, God 
having sent an angel from heaven, who rolled away the upwall- 
ing stone, aided by an earthquake: and that his lamp of life be- 
ng thus trimmed by the oil of gladness, or power, or spirit of 
Jehovah, his darkness was enlightened, and having emerged 
from the chamber of death, he broke through the Roman troops, 
to their great consternation. Did Jehovah in the language of 
the Psalms say to Messiah, “sit thou at my right hand until I 
make thine enemies thy footstool?”—The apostles testify, that 
this same Jesus hath God exalted to be both Lord and Messiah: 
and that he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 

Once more and lastly, Paul says, that Jesus was delivered for 
our offences, and raised for our justification or pardon; and far- 
ther, that if the Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless; 
you are still in your sins, or unjustified. Certainly, also, they 
who are fallen asleep in (the faith of the) Christ, are perished, 
or will never see eternal life. We see then from this the im- 
mense importance of the resurrection of the Messiah; and that 
had his blood only been shed and he remained in the state of the 
dead, that blood would have been of no value to Jehovah as an 
expiation for sin; for Messiah not being raised again would 
have shewn, that he had not been accepted as a propitiation for 
iniquity. This same doctrine is taught by the Holy Spirit in 
the 30th Psalm. The proem of this ode, contained in the first 
three verses, is a celebration of Jehovah’s praise, for having 
raised Messiah from the dead, “I will extol thee, O Lord,” says 
the Holy Spirit, who afterwards dwelt in the incarnated Logos, 
“for thou hast lifted me up, v. 1;—I called upon thee and thou 
hast healed me, v. 2;—O Lord, thou hast raised me from the 
grave; thou hast kept me alive (in such a manner,) that (though 
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dead,) I should not go down to the pit” (or see corruption,) v. 3. 
And he continues, v. 8, “I cried unto thee, O Jehovah, to Jeho- 
rah I made supplication,’ —saying, “what will my blood 
rofit thee, that I should go down to the pit” or see corrup- 
tion? “Can dust,” or a man dead in his grave, “praise thee? 
Can it (he) declare thy faithfulness? Hear, O Lord, and 
have pity upon me (in the tomb;) be thou, O Lord, my help- 
er,” or deliverer from death!—In view of this deliverance, 
he says,—“thou didst turn my mourning into dancing ; 
thou didst loose my sackcloth and gird me with gladness. 
Wherefore I will sing praise to thee, and not be silent; O 
Jehovah, my God, Iwill give thanks to thee forever!” New 
translation. 
I presume, no one will deny, that the phrase “the word of 
Christ” is fairly represented by that of the testimony con- 
cerning the Christ or Messiah; if so, then the command of 
the Apostle is, that we should store up this rar richly 
in our memories and understandings;—that we should make 
it the subject matter of our speech, or conversation, thus 
seasoning it as with salt;—the burden of our melody or 
sweetest singing, and so melodizing in our hearts to the Lord. 
“Js any one cheerful?” says James, “Let him sing Psalms,” 
the divine songs of the true Israel of God. The intelligent 
Jews, in whose minds these hymns of Zion were treasured 
up, when they beheld the facts of the life of Jesus, could 
say, is not this he of whom the prophets have spoken? And 
who among these prophets was more renowned among them 
than David, the Royal Poet of their nation? They, then, in 
their psalmody, extolled the life, miracles, wisdom, suffer- 
ings, death, resurrection, exaltation and glories, following 
the sufferings of Him who was to come; and we, by the light 
of apostolic testimony, can, if we will, in the same melodies, 
celebrate the same thing in relation to Him who has indeed 
eome, and will, ere long, make his appearance again. But 
it has been said, that Paul does not at all refer to the Psalms 
of David, because he says psalms and not the psalms, b 
which definite article they are always designated. A suih- 
cient reply to this, we conceive, may be found in the fact, 
that he referred to those “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” 
which contain “the word of Christ;” if the Psalms of David 
do not contain the word of Christ, then Paul had no refer- 
ence to them; if, on the other hand, they do, then he did re- 
fer to them, and to all others extant in which that word was 
treasured up. This leads us to obviate another objection 













» meee ow a? 
; als ie eS, *> 
y z , 

ky : 


te a 





ar tee 





ie 





ag 





=e 
er ee 


ot 





a 





WE 


; a Ve 
Bik Per se PE 
+ pe ag gs 







in ter » nad 























that lies in our way; namely, that although the Psalms of | 


David may have been used by the congregations in Judea, 
which were composed almost entirely of Jews, they could 


not have been constituted the sacred or spiritual songs of the |1— 
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Gentiles remote from that country, for they were ignorant of 
4 these writings. We do not, however, feel much weight in 
u this. For it would appear from J] Cor. xiv. 26, that when the 
Pp brethren of Corinth came together for worship they abound- 
ed with metrical compositions; for says the Apostle, “ahen | 
you come together, each of you (public persons or disciples) | 
has a psalm.” From whence did they get these psalms, but 2 4 
from the Holy Spirit the poet of the body of Christ? Seeing 
a that this congregation was composed chiefly of recent Pa- 
i gans and some Jews, all their acceptable worship must have 
as: fae been derived from an inspiring fount. The Holy Spirit, 
t whether whispering in their ears, or breathing through the 
Apostles, was their great illuminator and instructor in prayer 
oe in psalmody, and in every thing else necessary for the edifi- 
a, cation of the body of Christ. He dictated odes to Moses, to 
) | David, to Asaph, and to the Corinthian public brethren. He 
testified concerning the Christ “in various ways,” so that 
whether we refer to a psalm of David, the oracles of the 
prophets, or the spiritual songs of the Corinthians, the Christ 
was all and in all. 

Although the Psalms of David are all spiritual songs, I am 
inclined to the opinion, that the phrase is limitable to the 
songs of the Inspiring Spirit in the Apostolic times. The 
gifts of the Spirit were subject to the volition of the believ- 
ers to whom they were entrusted. Hence they were some- 
times exercised in a very disorderly manner; and the psalm- 
_ ody of the congregation was occasionally subject to this 
». irregularity; which Paul in 1 Cor. xiv. labors to correct. 
_ They prayed and sang sometimes in languages they did not 
understand, hence they failed to make melody in their hearts 
' sto the Lord. “Since you are earnestly desirous of spirit- 
_ wal gifts (or gifts of the spirit, as spiritual songs are songs 
of the spirit,) seek them that you may abound for the edifi- 
_. cation of the congregation.” * * * “If I pray in a foreign 
>) language, my spirit,” i. e. the portion of the spirit distribu- 
"~~ ted to me, “prays; but my understanding is unfruitful,” i. 
' -._ e. Lam ignorant of what I speak, not knowing the language. 

This accounts for his saying—“let him who prays in a 
foreign language, pray that he may interpret” for + edifi- 
_. — eation of the congregation. The same remarks obtain in re- 
) lation to their psalmody. In view of this, the apostle in- 
- ~——s quires—“‘What then is to be done?—I will,” he replies, “pray 
_ © with the spirit (or spiritual gift of prayer,) but I will pray 

_ also with the understanding (or power of interpreting the 
_ prayer:) I will sing with the spirit or spiritual gift of song;) 
— but I will sing also With understanding” (or power of inter- 
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of the private person, (or disciple possessing no spiritual 
gift,) say the Amen, if he understand not what you say? 

The proper subject of the psalmody of the mystical body 
of Christ is every thing that appertains to the fortunes of 
the literal suffering and glorified body of Messiah—all the 
events and relations, the antecedents and consequents of its 
yaried destiny. What an admirable fitness there is in the 
Mystical Christ celebrating the sufferings, death, resurrec- 
tion, and triumphant exaltation of the Literal Messiah in 
the compositions of the Holy Spirit! What more grateful 
incense could ascend to God than such a spiritual sacrifice! 
jt would indeed be acceptable to God through Jesus Christ; 
jt would be showing forth unerringly, the perfections of Him 
who has called,us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
—“God is king, sing ye praise with understanding”—“for it 
is good to sing praise to our God.” 

| have often reflected upon the psalmody of the age until 
I can scarcely sing a stanza unless to clear my vocal chords 
fora prosaic effort. It has been well observed by a highly 
talented and much esteemed writer, “that psalm and hymn- 
singing, like every other part of Christian worship, has been 
corrupted by sectarianism. This demon, whose name is 
Legion, has possessed all our spirits, and given a wron 
direction to almost all our religious actions.************Qur 
hymns are, for the most part, our creed in metre; while it 
appears in the prose form in our confessions.*****T he hymn 
book is as good an index to the brains and to the hearts of 
a people, as the creed book, and scarce a sermon is preached 
which is not followed up by a corresponding hymn or song. 
**** 1. They are, in toto, contrary to the spirit and genius 
of the Christian religion. 2. They are unfit for any congre- 
gation, as but few in any one congregation can, with regard 
to truth, apply them to themselves. 3. They are an essen- 
tial part of the corrupt systems of this day, and a decisive 
characteristic of the Grand Apostacy.” [Illustrative of this 
remark, I have heard it somewhere narrated, that our modern 
psalmody was brought into fashion by one Ambrose, Bishop 
of Milan, about the fourth century. A severe pestilence 
raged in that city, carrying off great numbers of the people. 
The Bishop in his pastoral visits, observing the despondency 
of their minds, and aware of the predisposing tendency of 
mental depression to an attack of the disease, hit upon the 
expedient of raising their spirits by metrical compositions on 
divine topies. This had the desired effect. Their minds 
were assured, the plague subsided, and traditions in verse 

came the order of the day throughout the provinces of 
spiritual Babylon. They are now in high repute as a con- 
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verting power; for, what “praying” and “preaching” canno, 
effect, singing is sure to do. 

One of the best psalmodies,—and we call it one of the 
best, because one of the least inconsistent with the truth_— 
is the coliection of rhymes in use.among us. But still the 
objections to other psalmodies lies with equal weight agains; 
this,—namely, it is composed of uninspired ditties; hence 
it does not contain a single “spiritual song” or song of the 
Spirit. In my view of the case, the Psalmody of the Body 
of Christ ought to be as spiritual as the revelations of the 
Old and New Testaments; and that we might just as wel] 
have a Creed-Book for our Bible as human poetical com po- 
sitions for our Psalmody. Uninspired men, however great, 
good, learned or poetical, are all incompetent to the task of 
composing a psalter fit for the celebration of “the works. 
wonders, and excellencies uf the Lord our God.” They are 
sure to mix up their own opinions, or the traditions of others, 
in their poeticizings; thus, putting into the mouths of congre- 
gations sentiments to the “praise and glory of God” which 
are untrue. In singing the psalms, hymns, and songs of the 
Holy Spirit, the Prince of Poets, there is no danger of fall- 
ing into this impiety. We may sing what he has caused to 
be written in ancient times with confidence and comfort of 
the Holy Spirit, and with the assurance, that the more we 
store our minds with his revelations the more we shall be 
“filled with the Spirit,” and the more richly will the word 
of Christ dwell in us with all wisdom. 

What then can be done under existing circumstances? In 
reply to this inquiry, I. would observe, that if I had no re- 
medy to propose I should have remained silent upon this 
topic; which is a delicate one, considering the interests 
already vested in the existing order of things. Had I only 
a new compilation of wninspired rhymes to offer, the forego- 
ing observations would be invidious; but I feel as free from 
this imputation as though no metres were in use among Us. 
I now advocate the claims of a Psalmody of which the Holy 
Spirit is the Author, in preference to all others whatsoever. 
From the considerations aforesaid, I was induced to com- 
mence a new metrical version of the Psalms and Hymns of 
David and the other Prophets. Some may think this a work 
of supererogation, seeing that there are several already in 
being. It is true there are, but for certain reasons, I have 
not adopted them. 1. They are constructed upon the com- 
mon prose version of the Psalms in King James’ Edition, 
which is susceptible of great improvement; being obsolete 10 
the phraseology, and the sense much obscured by the italic 
interpolations. 2. The measures into which they are re0- 
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dered are mere doggrel rhymes; of which this from the old 
Presbyterian version is an execrable specimen:— 
‘“Tniquities, I must confess, 
Prevail against me do; 
And as for our own trans-gres-si-ons 
Them purge away wilt Thou.” 

“Q David,” it has been well observed, “if thou art capable 
of hearing such abominable doggrel, substituted for the ner- 
yous words thou didst compose by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, what must thou feel, if chagrin can affect the 
inhabitants of heaven!”—3. The more modern editions which 
have superseded Rouse, and Sternhold and Hopkins, are 
mere imitations and selections. I have therefore, being en- 
couraged by several brethren to undertake the work, deter- 
mined to attempt the improvement,—or rather restoration,— 
of the ancient psalmody of the Body of Christ; and, I am 
the more impelled to essay this, in obedience to the command 
of the Apostle, which has already been considered:—a com- 
mand, I conceive, as much to be obeyed as any other that 
can be adduced. 

Having procured a New Translation of the Psalms, I have 
thrown them into blank verse of all kinds of metre, for the 
most part by a simple transposition of the words. Where I 
find the couplets will rhyme without doing violence to the 
feet, I let them; otherwise, I prefer measure to rhythm. 
Mellifluous, nervous and majestic sense is always preferable 
to syllabub rhymes; these may tickle “itching ears,” but 
that will raise the understanding in sublimest strains to 
God. When published, of which further notice will be 
given, there will be prefixed to each psalm a prose summary 
of its contents, and at the end, as there may be need, expla- 
nations of obscure terms and allusions in the form of notes. 
I have completed 72, of which the following is a specimen, 
both as to arrangement and execution: 


PSALM LI.-—-L. M. 
The Holy Spirit, in view of Messiah’s conception, incarnation, and sub- 
sequent sufferings for iniquity, supplicates his absolution of Jehovah, v. 1, 
2.—He ackiiowtidges the justice of God in condemning sin in the flesh, v. 
3, 4,—and prays for his restoration to favor, v. 6, 7.—After this event, he 
affirms, that sinners shall be converted to God; wherefore, he earnest] 
beseeches, that he may be rescued from the judgement of slaughter, v. é. 
and, as God will not then require sacrifice, he will shew forth his praise in- 
stead, v. 9, 11.—In view of the long desolation of Jerusalem, he prays for 
its restoration, v. 12—and promises that, when this is effected, ofits 
shall again bleed upon the holy altar of God, v. 13. 


1. Have pity on me, O my God, 
According to thy goodness great; 
According to thy mercy too, 

All my transgressions, O blot out! 
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. Me wash from mine iniquity, 


And cleanse me from my sin! For 1 
Acknowledge my transgressions, and 
Before me ever is my sin. 


. ’Gainst thee, thee only, have I sinn’d, 


And in thy sight this evil done; 
So that thou ’rt in thy sentence just, 
And upright in thy judgement too. 


. I m iniquity was born, 


My mother, me in sin conceiv’d. 
Lo! truth in th’ heart thou dost a 
Then wisdom teach me in my soul! 


. Me purge with hyssop till I’m clean; 


Wash me till ’m more white than snow! 
Me-joy and gladness make to hear, 
That th’ bones thou’st broken may rejoice! 


. Hide thou thy face from all my sins, 


And blot out mine iniquities! 
In me a heart that’s clean create, 
A spirit right in me renew! 


. Yea, from thy presence cast me not, 


Nor from me take thy holy sp’rit! 
Restore me thy protective joy— 
And by a princely spirit stay! 


I'll then thy ways transgressors teach, 
And sinners to thee shall be turn’d. 

From th’ slaughter’s judgement rescue me, 
O God of my salvation thou! 


So that my tongue may celebrate 
And sing aloud thy goodness, Lord! 
O open thou my lips, I pray, 

That [ may show thy praises forth! 


For sacrifice thou askest not, 

I else, O Lord, would give it thee; 
Burat-off’rings thou esteemest not; 
And in them thou dost not delight. 


The sacrifice, which God doth love, 
A broken spirit is—a heart 

That’s broken and contrite, O God, 
Yea, thou wilt surely not despise! 


12. According to thy mercy, Lord, 


O do to Zion good;—build up 
The walls of thy Jerusalem; 
Which now in mould’ring ruins lie! 
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13. Thou'lt, then, with off’rings just be pleas’d; 
With off’rings burnt and quite complete; 
And then shall bullocks offer’d be 
Upon thine holy altar, Lord! 

y. 2.—My sin, i. e. the sin for which I am to be an offering.—v. 3. Thee 
only, this shews the strict applicability of this psalm to Messiah, who never 
sinned against any man, this can be said of none but of Him, v. 4. &m sin, 
i, e. he was to be born of a woman, a quality of the accidental constrution 
of whose nature is sin; the original constitution of human nature was sin- 
less, v.5. Purge me with hyssop, i.e. literally, “thou shalt make a sin offer- 
ing for me, as in cleansing trom the typical leprosy—sin; by which he had 
heeome infected on assuming human nature; for God to purge him with 
hyssop, was to purify his nature from the sin-leprosy, by raising him with 
a spiritual body from the grave; and thus, by the proclamation of his re- 
surrection to notify his cure and acceptance of God to the people.—v. 8. 
Judgement of slaughter, 1. e. the violent death to which the Messiah was 
to be adjudged; to deliver him from this, was to raise him from the tomb. 


By comparing this metrical version of the 5lst Psalm, 
with the new prose translation from the original Hebrew by 
George R. Noyes, it will be found to be extremely close and 
accurate. In one or two places, I have substituted amend- 
ments on the authority of that learned oriental scholar, Adam 
Clark. Thus in verse 7, for cheerful, 1 have used princely; 
and in verse 8, for “gwilt of blood” (midin katol)—“judge- 
ment of slaughter.” See Isaiah liii. v. 7. The 4th line of 
the 12th verse is expletive, rendered necessary to complete 
the stanza. I have been under the necessity hitherto of in- 
troducing very few of these; and wherever they exist, 
they will be found merely reduplicative of the sentiment of 
the foregoing line in different words. Hence, in the case be- 
fore us, to “build up the walls of Jerusalem,” presupposes 
their delapidation. 

The advantage to the body of Christ of a psalmody under 
such an arrangement must be obvious to the least reflecting 
among us. No section of the sacred writings have been 
more obscured by human tradition than these noble effusions 
of the Holy Spirit. The summaries prefixed to each will be 
strictly deduced from the odes themselves; and the notes 
from the teaching of the other scriptures of truth; as well as 
from geographical, classical and literary sources. The true 
believer, we are persuaded, in whose mind these compositions 
are treasured up, cannot fail to add to his faith the whole 
catalogue of Christian virtues; and be able, with much point 
anc cogency, to render to every one a reason of the hope that 
is in him, and to show conclusively to every candid inquirer 
“that the Messiah,” whom he has confessed, “ought to suf- 
fer, and to rise from the dead;” and that by Him, to whom 
all the other prophets bear testimony, every one who believes 
on him, shall receive forgiveness of sins: and further, with 
the New Testament in hand, he has abundant means of de- 
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monstrating by the Spirit, that Jesus of Nazareth is tha 
Messiah who was. to suffer and rise again. The Psalm, 
are a magazine of testimony for Jesus. If I succeed thep. 
in giving birth to this volume, and my success will depend 
upon the pecuniary support I may receive, I shall experience 
abundant satisfaction in having presented these sacred odes 
in their true light, and in having afforded the faithful an op. 
portunity of extolling Jehovah in the sentiments that cannot 
fail of being most pleasing to his High Excellency and Most 
Adorable Majesty. At all events, however the enterprise 
may result, I shall have done my duty. 

I shall conclude this extended article by a few appropriate 
extracts upon this subject from the work of a very learned 
author. “The most difficult task is,” says he, “throwing 
them into a modern poetic form, especially into metre; as 
in such cases, many things are introduced for the sake of the 
poetry, and the final jingle, which were never spoken by 
the inspired penmen; and it is an awful thing to add to or 
detract from the word of God, in poetry or prose. And how 
frequently this is done in most metrical versions of the 
Psalms need not be puinted out here.” Speaking of the dis- 
use into which the version of Sternhold and Hopkius had 
fallen, he says, “either let one equally literal, with a better 
versification be made; or restore to the people thaf form of 
sound words of which they have too long been deprived. 
But, to serve the purposes of devotion, we want a better 
translation of the Psalms; a translation in which the hemis- 
tich, or Hebrew poetic form, shall be carefully preserved; 
and with a very few expletives we might sing the whole, 
without singing any thing in sense or meaning which was 
not David’s. Indeed a species of recitativo singing would 
be the most proper for these sacred odes; as it would answer 
much better the solemn purposes of devotion, than the great 
mass of those tunes which are commonly employed in 
church music; in which the style of singing is rarely adapt- 
ed to the grand and melting compositions of the sweet singer 
of Israel. Let the plan be copied which is adopted from the 
Hebrew MSS. in Dr. Kennicott’s edition; let them be trans- 
lated line for line, as Dr. Lowth has done his version of 
Isaiah.” This recommendation has been adopted by Mr. 
Noyes, whose translation I am using. He continues, “let a 
dignified recitativo music be adapted to the words; aTTEND 
TO METRE, AND BE REGARDLESS OF RHYME; and then the Psalms 
will be a mighty help to devotion; and truly religious people 
will sing with the spirit, and the understanding also.”—/n- 
troduction to Book of Psalms by A. Clarke. “tee 

A query by way of finale;—what psalmody extant !s \t 
probable Messiah will choose “to the praise and glory © 
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God,” when he comes to open the worship of the Millemial 
age—would he select the rhythmical uninspired traditions of 
any sect extant; or rather those spiritual odes, so replete with 
the celebrations of his varied fortunes, as are the psalms, 
hymas and songs of the spirit of God? Doubtless the latter; 
—Jet us then resolve to do so too. Expitor. 










ON THE DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH, 


All matters of church discipline are either private injuries 
or public offences; sometimes designated “public and private | 
offences,” or “public and private trespasses.” Private inju- ie 
ries, trespasses or offences, are those which in the first in- 
stance directly affect individuals, and are known only to ‘ 
individuals. For a private injury or trespass, so soon as it ; 
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is generally known, becomes a public offence. Now the ob- 
ject of the precepts in the New Testament concerning pri- 
vate trespasses, is to prevent their becoming public offences; 
and that by healing them when only felt and known by the 
parties;—the person injured and he that commits the trespass. 
The directions given by the Saviour in the eighteenth chap- 
ter of Matthew, section ix. page 48, New ‘Translation, be- 
long exclusively to this class of trespasses. Thus, according 
to this law, if A injure B, either by word or deed addressed 
to him alone, B, who is injured, privately tells A the injury 
he has received from him; and if, after expostulating with 
him, A confesses his fault and professes repentance, or if he 
explain the matter to the satisfaction of B, the affair ends, 
because the parties are reconciled to each other. But if nei- 
ther acknowledgement, explanation, confession, nor repen- 
tance can be elicited, and B still feels himself aggrieved, he 
calls upon his brethren, D, E, and F, and in their presence 
states his grievance. They also hear what A has to offer. 
After having the case fairly before them, they are prepared 
to advise, expostulate, explain, and judge righteously. Now 
if A hears them, is convinced by them, and can be induced 
to make reparation either by word or deed for the trespass 
inflicted, or if they can effect a reconciliation between the 
parties, the matter terminates, and is divulged no farther. 
But if A cannot or will not hear or be persuaded by D, E, 
and F’, but despise their interposition, expostulation, or ad- 
vice, B must acquaint the congregation with the fact that A , 
has trespassed against him. Then the congregation must nt 
inquire, (how? By their Elders who are the constituted au- ia 
thorities of the Congregation.—Ed. A. A.) not into the nature 
of the trespass, but whether he have taken the proper steps. 
He answers in the affirmative, and calls upon D, EK, and F, 
for the proof. On the testimony of D, E, and F, every word 
's established or confirmed. The congregation being satis- 
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fied with the standing of D, E, and F, and having heard thei, 
testimony, proceed to admonish, expostulate with, and entreg 
A to make reparation to his brother B. If he is then per. 
suaded and B is reconciled to him, the matter terminates and 
both are retained; but if otherwise, and A will not hear poy 
regard, but despise the congregation, then he is to be excluded, 
It does not appear that the origina: quarrel, misunder- 
standing, or trespass is to be told to the whole congrega. 
tion, and they made to sit together in judgement upon it. 
If this were so, there was no necessity for having any thing 
established upon the testimony of D, E, and F. Whereas 
the Saviour said that, by the testimony of two or three wit- 
messes, every thing may be ascertained or established, 
Nothing would be ascertained or established if A and B were 
permitted now to disturb the congregation by a recital of the 
whole matter; for in this way, it is more likely to distract and 
injure the peace and harmony of the congregation, than to 
reconcile the parties. But if A complains of injustice in the 
case, then the congregation must appoint two or three others 
to hear and judge the matter; and upon their declaration to 
the congregation the matter terminates. But it does not ap- 
pear, either from what the Lord enjoins in the passage before 
cited, or what Paul lays down in his first letter to the Corin- 
thians, chapter vi. that the nature of the trespass is to be told, 
“When you have secular seats of judicature why do you 
make to sit on them those who are least esteemed in the 
church?” “Is there not among you a wise man, not even 
one who shall be able to decide between his brethren?” 
The practice of telling all private scandals, trespasses and 
offences, to the whole congregation, is replete with mischief. 
It often alienates members of the church from each other, 
and brings feuds and animosities into the congregation, and 
it is very seldom that a promiscuous congregation of men, 
women and children, can decide so unanimously or so 
wisely wpon such cases, as two or three either called upon 
by the parties or appointed by the congregation. This 
morevver appears to be the true import of all the laws upon 
this subject in the New Testament. On the 18th chapter of 
Matthew the only question which can arise of any impor- 
tance, is, whether B is to tell the original trespass to the 
whole congregation, or whether he is to tell the fact that A 
has injured him, and will not reform or make reparation. | 
think the original and the English version authorize the lat- 
ter, viz. that he is to tell the congregation that A had tres- 
passed against him, and would not hear D, E, and F. This 
is the immediaté¢ antecedent to the command, ‘‘ T'ell the con- 
gregation.” But on this I would not lay so much stress, as 
upon the other regulations and laws found in the volume con- 
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cerning trespasses, and upon the necessary consequences 
arising from each method of procedure. Very often, indeed 
the aflair is of such a nature as ought not to be told, and 
could not be told in a public assembly of christians without 
violating some law or rule which the volume enjoins; and 
not unfrequently are whole congregations distracted by the 
jnjudicious, and, as we think, unscriptural practice, of telling 
the whole congregation a matter of which but few of them 
are able to form correct views. And such is the common 
weakness of the great majority of members of any commu- 
nity, that but few are able to judge profoundly in cases 
requiring the exercise of much deliberation.—Christian 
Baptist, p. 467. A. CampBeELi. 


ANECDOTE. 
T once was old, but now am young. 


“The venerable and reverend” Andrew Broaddus, lately addressed his 
dear people’ in Caroline, to this effect,—J have four flocks under my 
care, (what an egregious pluralist!) and Iam growing old; they are too 
much for my strength: I feel, therefore, that I must give up two of them. 
Of these Salem was one of the discarded. Alas! for Salem, the peace- 
ful Salem! Her poor (he is reputed wealthy,) and lowly Shepherd, too 
old at length to carry her lambs in his arms, and gently to lead those 
that are with young! What a crisis in this flock’s affairs! What a 
chance of prey for the prowling wolves! “It’s an ill wind” says an old 
proverb, “that blows nobody any good.” ‘The portentous prospects of the 
deserted sheep raised a breeze at Salem. ‘The wind set in for Sparta(?) 
blowing with much spirit into the breeches’ pocket of the aged crafisman. 
His feeble knees were strengthened, his dimmed ophthalmiecs brightened, 
and his togue was braced with nervous speech. In ‘short, he grasped 
his shepherd’s crook with the vigor of youth, and forgetting all his in- 
frmities of recent age, announced, that he yielded to the pressing solici- 
tations of his flock, and would be found in their midst as he was wont 
to be'—In plain speech, the way to restore an old “divine” to youth, is 
fo increase his pay. Query. Is not this venerable Spartan one of those, 
who “exercise the overseer’s office for the sake of sordid gain”—who 
“through covetousness, makes merchandize” of the people counting “gain 
to be godliness?” Mr. Broaddus, we are told, is very ill at ease, lest it 
should be said, that the Salemites retained him by increasing his price. 
We will tell him how he may cure his conscience, and allay suspicion— 
now that he is young, let him take care of Salem for the same amount of 
lucre, as when he was old; we will credit his professions then: till that 
appear, “credat Judeus Appella non Ego! Epiror. 


From the London Millennial Harbinger. 
Messrs. Reed and Matheson’s visit to the American Churches. 


If the reader will refer to vol. i. p. 86, of our ‘Millennial 
Harbinger,’ he will find mention made of two deputations, 
then recently appointed, one by the Congregational Union, 
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and the other by the Baptist Board, to cross the Atlantic, ang 
ascertain the actual state of religion in the United States ang 
Canada. Alli the deputies are now returned, having aceon. 
plished their mission, and the report from the first of the de. 
putations is hefore the public in 2 vols. 8vo, price 24s.; the 
other from Messrs. Cox and Hoby, we understand is forth. 
coming. As it is probable that the size and price of these 
publications must prevent the greater part of the readers o 
the ‘Harbinger’ from obtaining access to them, and presun- 
ing that they will naturally wish to know what “the Docrors” 
have to say about Mr. Campbell and his friends, we shal 
gratify them by extracting into our pages such passages as 
refer to the subject—a work, as will be seen in the sequel, of 
no great labor. The following is the only paragraph in the 
volumes of Messrs. Reed and Matheson, which we can find, 
that has any immediate reference to the matter in hand. 


“The population of Kentucky is seven hundred thousand. There ar 
about one hundred Presbyterian congregations; about three hundred M, 
thodist clergymen, including local preachers: about fifty Catholic priests 
about twelve Episcopalians; afew Shakers; and some other sects which 
in numbers, however, are very insignificant. Besides these, the Baptists 
are very numerous. They are spoken of as having the largest numbers 
of any in this state; but it is exceedingly difficult to ascertain their 
strength; and it is yet more so to determine on the number of their pas. 
tors; for the office of minister, elder and deacon, are made to run into 
each other so as to confound distinction. ‘Their educated teachers are 
very few: their uneducated and self-constituted teachers are surprisingly 
numerous. In this disorganised state, Mr. Campbell came amongst then 
with his new lights, and now nothing is heard amongst them but Camei- 
tsm, as it is called, ‘The people of this denomination, and especially the 
teachers, had made too much of their peculiarities as Baptists. Camp 
bell came amongst them, and made everything of them, and has succeed- 
ed to an alarming extent. He denownces every body; he unsettles everv- 
thing, and settles nothing; and there is great present distraction and 
scandal. But his ministrations, [ believe, will be over-ruled for good 
They are of the nature of fire: they will try and consume the hay, wood 
and stubble, and there was much to be consumed. The pious of the 

ple will see their error and rectify it; and those of the denomination 
elsewhere, will perceive the importance of securing to them a well-train- 
ed ministry.” Vol. i. pp. 195-6.” 


We have now furnished our readers with the sum toxal of 
all the information which the two Congregationalist Depv- 
ties have thought proper to communicate to their constituents, 
respecting a section of the Christian Church in the United 
States, which numbers A HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND 
brethren in its communion,* distributed in, from five hundred 
to eight hundred churches! A single page, from the pen of 
Dr. Andrew Reed, comprises all of their history which he 
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* Bee the ‘Millennial Harbinger,’ vol. i. p. 18. 
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thinks worth narrating, and in this way is light and infor- 
mation diffused, at the expense of the hard-earned contribu- 
tions of the members of the congregations from which they 
received their deputation. Let the reader now revert to 
96, of our former volume, and after perusing the following 
lines from the pen of the Editor, judge for himself how far 
our conjecture was well or ill-founded. 

“Without laying claim to the spirit of prophecy, I venture to affirm, 
that whenever these delegates shall think proper to favor their brethren 
and the public with a faithful report of wha has come under their cog- 
nizance, it will completely disappoint the expectation of their friends. 
Their prejudices and prepossessions have, and will blind their minds to 
the only thing that deserves the name of a revival of religion in Ameri- 
ca. 


But some may possibly charge us with precipitance, and 
tell us, that the deficiency of the Congregational Deputies 
will be amply compensated by the details of “Campbellism,” 
as it is termed, from the lips or pens of Messrs. Cox and 
Hoby. Well, we are content to wait the appearance of their 
report, and shall be glad to find that such is the case. In 
the meantime we cannot but think it rather ominous, that, in 
the fullest account which we have yet met with of the report 
of their proceedings given by the Baptist Deputies, to their 
friends at the Park street chapel, Southwark, and contained 
in the ‘Christian Advocate,’ the whole reference that is made 
to Mr. Campbell and his party, occupies just two lines and 


no more!* The reader shall have them, for they are very 
choice; 


“In the State of Kentucky there was some distraction in the churches 
in consequence of the introduction of ‘Campbellism.’” 


Such is Dr. Hoby’s text—we now wait for the illustration, 
which we hope will be forthcoming in due time. Wecannot, 
however, dismiss the present article, without offering a few 
words in the way of comment, on Dr. Andrew Reed’s ac- 
count of Mr. Campbell’s sentiments and their effects among 
the Baptist churches in Kentucky. It is at once so fine and 
yet so foolish, that we beg the reader’s marked attention to it. 

“In this disorganized state, Mr. Campbell came amongst them with 
his new lights.” 

But what, now, were these “new lights” that Campbell 
brought among the people of Kentucky, and by which he is 
said to “have succeeded toan ALARMING extent.” Why 
it Was none other than the New Testament; the doctrine of 


* My letter to Dr. Cox (see Apos. Adv. Vol. II. p. 32) has, no doubt 
made ~ tem Cox and Hoby somewhat guarded on Bowe of “ 


bellism.” It is a delicate affair for them to report on, if testify ac- 
cording to truth. 
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Christ and his Apostles, which had hitherto, in a great meg. 
sure, been, as regards its true sense, hid from the people, ang 
he called their attention to that blessed book, as the only ap. 
thorized rule of religion till Christ shall come again. These 
“living oracles” he explained to them; he freed them from 
the corrupt glosses of a hireling priesthood, and made his 
appeal to them for all he had to say regarding the way of 
salvation, the nature of the Redeemer’s kingdom, its laws. 
institutions, and ordinances, the duties which his subjects 
owe him, and the obedience which he requires from all who 
call him Lorp, or profess to be his disciples. In the true 
spirit of his Divine Master he fearlessly showed the vanity 
of men calling themselves Christians and yet taking up with 
this world as their portion—loving the praise of men more 
than the praise of God—and especially did he expose the 
folly @f the teachers of Christ’s religion in assuming the 
titles of Rabbi, or Doctor, or Reverend. In this way he 
“denounced every body, unsettied every thing” that was cor- 
rupt, and lighted a fire that has been. successful in an “alarm- 
ing” degree, in consuming the wood, hay, and stubble! and 
beyond all peradventure, had the lot of Andrew Reed been 
cast in one of the towns of Kentucky, instead of the British 
metropolis, he would have taken up the complaint of certain 
leaders of the people in times of yore, and loudly exclaimed, 
“thus saying, thou reproachest me also.” But our limits will 
not allow of enlargement for the present month, and we take 
leave of the subject by submitting a problem to the considera- 
tion of our readers, and it is this:s—How many DOCTOR 
Andrew Reeds would it require to make up one plain Alex- 
ander Campbell?— Wm. Jones, Editor. 





Nore.—Having received some numbers of the London Millenial Har- 
binger, we shall present our readers with extracts from time to time, as 
any thing of interest may appear in mn gna We ee a regular 
supply. Sir Richard Steele's Letter to Pope Clement XI. shall appear 
in our next.—d, A. Adv. 





NOTICE. 


We have been enabled, by the liberality of Bro. James A. 
Butler, of Alabama, to effect a reprint of the first volume 
of the Apostolic Advocate. We can, therefore, now supply 


said volume to any who may desire to possess our paper from 
the beginning. 





2} Receipts, and certain correspondents in our next. 
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Printed by J. C. Waxker, street leading to Mayo’s Bridge, opposite 
the Auction Store of Messrs. Dunlop, Moncure & Co. 











